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The presence of the Eastern Ghats abounding with thick bamboo
forests made the region safe from and invulnerable to foreign aggression in
those days of infantry and cavalry war-fare, since it was very difficult for the
enemy to penetrate througjh them.

These Saiicars were five in number, Viz. Chicacole, Rajahmundry,
Ellore, Murtuzanagar and Mustaphanagar The territory roughly corresponds
to the present districts ofSriMcnlam, Vizianagaram, Vishakhapatanam, East
and West Godavaries, Krishna and Guntur in Andhra Pradesh.

2. ANCIENT ZAMINDARIES OF THE NORTHERN SARKARS

I. CHICACOLE SARKAR

The most prominent of the Zamindaries of this Sarkar was the
Pusapaii family of Vizianagaram followed by the Velmas (Raos) of Bobbili
and the Gajapatis of Jeypore Estate.

i) Vizianagaram

The Zamindary family of this premier estate claims its ancestry from
Madhavavarma, a Rajput chief who led the Rajput tribes of Vasistha,
Dhanunjaya, KauiKlinyasa ^n^ Kaasyapasa to the southern region in 591
AJD.3 This might be one of the reasons v/hyiheRachavarus (the Kshatriya
princes of a lower rank) had much respect for the Rajah of Vizianagaram and
considered him as their overlord.

During the Qutb-shafai rule from. Golkonda, one Sher Muhammad
Khan was appointed Foujdar of Chicacole in 1652. Pusapati Madhava
Varma, one of his trusted lieutenants who followed him to Chicacole had later
settled down at Vizaanagaram.4 Since then, the family had won many titles
and was granted warns by the Qutb-Shahi rulers through the recommenda--
tions of the Foujdar of Chicacole. Later, they assumed a predominant
position in the Sarkars andatthetimeoftlieljaiisferofNorthemSarkarsto
the English, the Rajah of Vizianagaram was in the possession of the whole
of the Sarkar subduing the other powerful Zamindars, namely the Raos of
Bobbili and the Gajapalhis of Jeypore.

3
1951.

